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Danubian provinces (including Dalmatia and Thrace), and in
south Russia. . And Occidental traders, especially the Gallo-
Germans, are met with not only in Italy and throughout the West,
but also in the foreign countries of the North, and, on occasion, in
the East of the Empire. New competition spurred them on*
Gallo-German, Istrian or North-Italian, and Dalmatian dealers
fought one another for the chance of supplying the Danubian
provinces1, which were so important in the second and third
centuries; and for the lower Danubian area there were further
competitors from Asia Minor and Syria. Cologne was a trade
rival of Aquileia and Alexandria (see above, p* 243, n* 2).
A further indication of the development lies in the geogra-
phical advance not only of intermittent but also of systematic
trade within the Empire, and in the fact that the outposts of
the export trade were constantly moved forward. Thus Gallic
trade advances to the Rhine, Gallo-German to the Danube, to
Britain and free Germany, Norican trade to Pannonia, the Pan-
nonian to Dacia, and the Syrian to the Euphrates. In the North,
Scotland and Ireland were reached. The increasing finds of
articles and coins show that trade grew with free Germany, not
only from the Rhine valley, or by way of the north coast of Germany,
but also from the Danube and South Russia. A like advance
marks the trade with Scandinavia and Central Russia. Knowledge
of India became increasingly evident; Trajan, Hadrian, Pius, and
Elagabalus, received Indian embassies, and the coin-hoards in
India, and the residence of Egyptian traders in India, and Indian
traders in Egypt, show how close the connection was. The Indian
trade, however, pushed farther forward to Sumatra, Indo-China, and
finally, by way of Annam, to China itself. Commerce with China
was not only through a series of intermediaries, but from 166
(according to the Chinese annals) there was also direct trade2.
Further evidence is provided by the specialization of the pro-
fession of dealer (in corn, wine, oil, wood, pork, etc*), which
suggests intense activity* The wide distribution of wholesale
trading concerns, and of the retail businesses dependent on them,
points in the same direction, as do the numerous warehouses and
slorage-rooms, the bazaars, markets, and fairs, the import and
1  See voL xi, p. 549.
2  See above, p. 235 n. i. A direct connection between Tyre and Lian-shu
by way of KLashgar seems to have been established as early as A. D. i oo (perhaps
through the use of Parthian agents) according to the report of Marinns in
Ptolemy (Geogr. i, 11,7). A. Herrmann, Mitt. d. geogr. Gesellsch. W&&> LTm,
1915, pp* 480 sqq. See, however, vol. xi, p,